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5, t oe ater ay alnts In I, total 49, 
Including the District of Columbia. 

bat . 
the This is about Big Beartown and 
nd Little Beartown on the end ot Droop 

Mountain, a place that many of you ~ 
I have heard about and few of you have ] 

at seen. I have lived here and roamed t 
leat these mountains tor many yea s and tl 
~C, I h ad never gone to see t hese place 
n unt il las t week u n til my be) ted 
nd course in geology g ve me t he oPP r · 
be tunJty to join an expedition t ere 
ed . in company wtth Paul H. Puce, 
h e Theodore C. Fearnow I and Calvin W . 1 
lot Price. This Mr. Fearnow Is the fish 
'0 rai er that the tate has ju t hired 
of · t o im pro ve the breed of fist and stock 
l!t t e streams. He has had t he selen-
e tific experience necessa.ry. He Is the 
t econd generation of fish culturlst, a 
o being a son of E. C. Fear now, of the 

national Rure a u of isherie, W ash S 

ington. . C. He is herft 10 king t 
,k er the con di tIons of fish life in th l . 
~e couuty. ou will h ve the s me 

troubl~ with his unusual name that 
-- -" . 



:t ~t I did. and I overcame ' it by can 
him Dreadnaught. 

This Beartown is a peculiar forma- to 
tion in the rimrock of Droop Moun- st 

Ider- taint This great mountain is a kind lia 
resl. of a sport among the mountains of 3f 
not West Virginia, and it bas not been lob 

him greatly disturbed since it rose from las 
has the sea beyond losing something like REl 

3&n- a nine mile -thickness of Its super- ra 
It structure. It has weathered down Ri 

hat to a place that discloses a rare kind all 
be· of glass sand that has ~hen a name F~ 
su - to this product of nature, and is h <l 
It a known tar snd wide as Droop Moun- w 
rife tain sandstone. e 
leD I have hear of Beartown all mv life d -;he without having ' realized in the least II 
8S what it 'is , like and I do not know 
he whether I will be able to describe It 
les to you. As a matter of fact there Is 1 
lls something so unusual and uncanny 0 
IW about the place that it produces I. 

~e feeling of unreality. I think how-
It ever I that one of the s~nsations is d 
le simiJar to that of the first sight of 
e the Natural Bridge, classed as one of 

the wonders f world. In addl-



me~lng 80 unuaual and 
bout the place "-a' I' produc_ 

t IiD~ or unreality. I 1;blnk bow-
e er that one ot the ~D8atloD8 Is 
ImiJar to that or the first slgbt of 

e ::"~atnral Bridge, clused as one of 
tbe wonders at t h e world. In addl
l on to b at it might serve as a place 

o Ie rea t for a Rip Van Winkle. Also 
bome of wltches and goblins and 

eeJ~ . and b e squidcnmsqQees that 

ot 1:.h.:l 

act 
and 
and 
obta 
deta 
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low themselves . It is not Ii Ke a 
esnake den. One teels tba.t such 

es would not be allowed to 
ere. }jut I did sea tbe bole 

-n:-nnks lIve in. 
T o rea.e his n tu ral phenomena 

off he road at t be 10g 
C Dear t a Greenbrier line on 

eneca TraU, State Highway 
2 .bout seventeen miles 

coun' 
In 

mad~ 
the ) 

"'~ ...... ...:..L •• ~",in . n. The side road lead, 

as a 
WH ' 
Lev~ 
yea.r 
wall 
neal 
ta.l 
jun 
"0 

fa ms fer more than a 
f Dr op. T e la.st 

e is tilly 
pie 

ld 
• Ie 

att~ 

d 
T 



of The last half mile is through a fine' a. we 
tf chestnut forest. One big hea.lthy mos 
1( chestnut tree was six feet in dh.- a.nd 

,meter. These fine chestnut; ha.ve ~ag 
•• been struggling with the mysterious we 
b blight that has crept down from the co 
- north and there is reason to hope wa 

that they will be able to survive. ly 
There are many dead limbs and some m 
are dying this year but on the whole bo 

l the trees have the appearance of co 
I · heaJth. p 
. Little· Beartown lies on one side of sa 

'f the road and Big Beartown on • the ~l 
i other. Between the two passes the e 
I. old Indian war path now occupied in 

part by the road. Though but a few 
e steps away on either side of thp. 
[) path, without a guide a visitor wou' d w 
~ pass both .places wIthout know ing it. d 
. As a matter ot fact the forest screens 
. both places, the tall trees growIng Y 

trom the streets of the magic city so r 
as to present an unbroken ' forest 
covering. 
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reOl ---- ~ are maoy places 
helter to meo. Some of the 

e bl meots are close to the level the 
street but others are well out of the 
reach' at the sabre toott.ed tiger or t he 

ul 
eak

[enry 
lck -
law. 

~ h&S 
&inst 

the tree eaters even. The mos t 
elaborate apartment was up about ten 
feet and appeared to have hand and 
foot holds cut in the rock at conven- n 
lent pJaces as though in the Neolith 
Ic age the cave dwellers had formed 
a rude ladder to the place. This hole E 
In the wall was; about eleven feet io- -

maD to the cliff. 
~tes, 

i~ in 
I 49. 

• 

and 

There had been a heavy rain but 
the streets were not running wUh 
water, but I think that In very heavv 

• rains that they would show streams 
Big Beartown is said to cover ten ( 
acres of ground but the woods were l 

o~~ so thick that of this we could not 
judge accurately and we did not have 
tIme to explore it with any degree of 
thoroughness. 

bo t all we did was to enter the 
lent ity on ock Street and con 

tin e al ng it tor a certain number 
o rod u til) we e Ii Itn Hey \ill " 

on wht h w 



""fill , 
'I I cI II t. t" H t r t on w h ....... 

. fn"w' .'11 lla I< HilMI ano\.l r s llle tre t 
Lfl , II I d II t.o til N lIt.ht· A pa.rtrnents, 
t Illr d 11(1 art r a r w lJewtld ring turns In 
d t( "k til t pan or th tty \' arne back to 

_I n. til old I n Han trall !lind then home. 
I t,h, '1'1\ g~ I got t s Y tll t It t a part 

Itllrl. tf, of th pr ~ th t all th n untatn 
t r Mit: r 111\11 rg()tnK in th Ir r turn to the 
, II s a. 11 I'llln and th wInd ' nd 

It! Illl~ til Blln ar all workln " n the rock 
tn 1\ I uld d tn ' tn~ It. 'l' here a ra a 

m ll11mu r ! pJ l'lS n rpM untalo 
that, ",11 r tl rim r k 110\ the e sa.me 
lItll~ . si~n of r t n. 
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Jf •• 
pall suoh 
wed to 

e hole 

countl al0 •. 
In Lewis countl ODe 

made an adldavlt to the 
the year 1777, that he 
as a spy and a ranger under 'Captain 

omena WilHam Poage at his fort In the 
he Jog Levels and that In August of that 
fne OD year, that about a hundred Indian 
gh way warriors appeared on Locust Creek 

miles near the lower end ot Droop Moun 
leads tain. That Captain Poage formed a 
an a junction with the men of Ca.ptain 
e last "Chain" (Chaney) and marched to 
Bfl1y attack them and found them conceal· 

• 
,upted ad among rocks and fallen timber. 
s side There the Indians were attacked and 
~sable routed. The Indians lost eleven men, 

• 21. 

none wounded, aud the ,whites had 
fi ve men wounded, no fatalities. The 

, Indians were pursued as fas as 
lin: Gauley Mountain but escaped. 

~ Bess names many of the streams of 
: this section. He speaks of the kill 
~ lng on Tygarts Valley river and the 
: raid on Anthony's Creek, and, all hi, 
~ facts are true. 
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, tor a time therA wa.s an investig tion 
; and he was dropped from the payroll 
J on the ground that he was too young as 
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, ere pursued t 
piu ... : Gauley Mountain but escaped. 

, H s names many of tbe Btream of 
: this section. He speaks of the kill 
, InR' on Tygarts VaHey river and the 
: raid on Anthony's Cr~ek, and all hh 
, facts are true. 
: After Hess had drawn his pension 
, for a time therE~ was an Inves~jg&tion 

~, I and he was dropped from the payroll i on the ground that he was too young 
I a ma.n to have fought in the Revo 
I lutton, but so far as I have heard his 
: statements as to the activities of 
, Captain Poage's command have never 

, : been questioned. Only his part in 
~ , them. I am .inclined to believe that 

: the Indians were found In Beartc>wn 
, and routed. 
: Set down Beartown as one of the 
, great sights at Pocahonta.s County . 
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